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For Innovation Ohio, 2014 represented a year of progress, change, and 

focus to ensure that the work that we do continues to influence the policy 

landscape now and long into the future. 

Innovation Ohio continued its work to effect change through hard-hitting 

policy analysis and aggressive communications. From energy and the 

economy, to women’s issues, to education and charter schools, Innovation 

Ohio continued to produce effective analyses aimed at influencing policy 

makers and shaping public opinion. There’s more to come on these important 

policy projects later in this report. 

Janetta King transitioned from Founder and President of Innovation Ohio 

to become the chief of staff at the Center for American Progress Action 

Fund. Janetta has remained actively involved in the organization as Founder 

and Chair of the Board. I was fortunate to join the Innovation Ohio team 

in September of this year, where I have focused on continuing the positive 

work of the IO team and making sure that the organization can have an even 

bigger impact in the future. 

Innovation Ohio has focused its operations to ensure that we are lean and 

efficient while still producing high-quality, impactful work. We are working 

in greater partnership with other progressive infrastructure groups to ensure 

that we are optimizing our strengths. 

Strategically, we are expanding our scope beyond the statehouse. At the end 

of 2014, we started a new initiative that focuses on building progressive power 

at the local level. We will continue to push back on harmful conservative 

policies at the state level, but we will also be focusing on pushing forward 

progressive solutions at the local level. 

Please take a moment to read through our 2014 annual report, and stay tuned 

for quality, high-impact work from the Innovation Ohio team in 2015 and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

Keary McCarthy

President & CEO, Innovation Ohio

OHIO
2014 Annual report

Progress

change

focus
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OUR TEAM

Keary McCarthy
President/CEO

Terra Goodnight 
Policy Director

Stephen Dyer 
Education Policy Fellow

erin ryan 
Development Director

Amy Cooper 
Research Director

Tina O’Grady
Administration

39 major policy reports

281 whitepapers and analyses

725 critical mentions in state 
and national media

IO study on the impacts of the 
Romney-Ryan Plan in Ohio 

was featured in an Obama for 
America ad in 2012.

Weekly appearances on state-based 
political affairs shows countering 

conservative talkers and promoting 
progressive solutions.

Developed KnowYourCharter.com to 
help Ohioans understand the impact  
that charter schools have on funding  

for their local public schools.

Provided research support for 
the successful effort to overturn 

Gov. Kasich’s anti-worker law, 
Senate Bill 5.

Forced conservative officials to go on the 
record to answer IO’s analysis showing the 
loss of over 51,000 jobs as a result of Gov. 

John Kasich’s state budget proposal. 

OHIO
MISSION 

INFLUENCE POLICY MAKERS AND SHAPE PUBLIC 

OPINION BY PROVIDING A SHARP CONTRAST TO 

HARMFUL CONSERVATIVE POLICIES AND AGGRESSIVELY 

PROMOTING SMART, PROGRESSIVE SOLUTIONS.

WHAT WE DO
Innovation Ohio is a unique organization that blends progressive 
policy analysis with hard-hitting research and aggressive 
communications.  We push back on extremist Statehouse policies 
that take our state in the wrong direction and hurt working- and 
middle-class families. We collaborate with local leaders to push 
forward progressive policy solutions that aim to strengthen Ohio 
communities, improve our economy from the middle out and 
move Ohio forward—without leaving anyone behind.
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KnowYourCharter.com
This website exposes the charter school myth by providing the public 

and policymakers with data that shows the comparative performance of 

charters, as well as the costs they impose on local school districts.

Community Impacts: House Bill 5 Analysis
When combined with the impact of other state cuts over the past four 
years, the potential impact of HB 5 on Ohio communities is staggering 
and could lead to further budget consequences such as service cuts and 

tax increases.

Economic Analysis: Ohio’s Low-Wage Recovery
In 2014, we explored the jobs that have been created during the state’s 
economic recovery. We found that all the job gains in Ohio have come 
from low-wage occupations, and that employment in high- and medium- 
wage occupations declined during the recession and continued to fall as 

the recovery began. 

Short-Changed: How Poor-Performing 
Charters Cost All Ohio Kids
This report analyzed how transfers of funds from public districts to 
charters reduced the amount going to kids in traditional districts. 
Additionally, over half of that money went to charters that perform worse 

than the districts the kids left.

Environmental Impact Report: Ohio may eliminate 
clean energy requirement, pass up green energy jobs
The Environmental Impact Report outlines the impacts of a proposal (SB 310) 
to short-circuit an emerging industry that has created thousands of new jobs 
in recent years, in the process undermining efforts to clean up the air, reduce 
climate-changing emissions and save consumers billions in electricity costs.

Women’s Watch Initiative: Legislative Scorecard
Our Women’s Watch Initiative released a Women’s Issues Scorecard 
of the 130th Ohio General Assembly (2013-2014) evaluating 
each state representative according to their stance and votes on 

women-centric legislation.

charter funding by school year
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In total, these communities 
reported a potential annual 

impact from HB 5 that  
could exceed

$39 million.

our work in2014
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Developing a Local Progressive Policy Network
In the second half of 2014, Innovation Ohio began to expand its reach from beyond the statehouse to city 
halls across the state.  With conservatives in total control in Columbus, we have begun working with local 
leaders to push forward positive progressive solutions that strengthen working and middle class families. 
This will be a long-term project, but we have already started to make progress.

In just the last few months 
of 2014, we have helped 
Mayor John Cranley of 
Cincinnati push back 
against harmful state 

policies that impact cities 
and townships.  

Innovation Ohio’s President 
helped lead the transition 

team for newly elected 
Cuyahoga County Executive 

Armond Budish.

Innovation Ohio pulled 
together Dayton Mayor Nan 

Whaley, Cincinnati Mayor 
John Cranley, and Marion 

Mayor Scott Schertzer 
to highlight the financial 

impacts of House Bill 5 to 
their communities.

Through our work with KnowYourCharter.com, we have helped build momentum for 
real charter accountability by being a resource for communities and helping them 

pass resolutions calling on the legislation to act. 
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KEY FOCUS FOR

2015
Budget Pushback  
and Partner Coordination
Coordinating progressive partners to 
analyze the budget, provide an analysis 
on the Governor’s executive budget, 
and quickly understand the policy 
implications on key constituencies.

Charter School  
Accountability Project
Building on the momentum of 
KnowYourCharter.com, we are working 
to bring real accountability to poor-
performing charters in Ohio. We are 
also working to push back against more 

cuts to state funding for our schools. 

Policy Network  
for Local Leaders 
Building a policy network beyond 
the statehouse to areas where local 
leaders can have real influence key 
policy issues like ballot access, income 
inequality, labor rights, women’s issues, 

and education. 

Women’s Watch Initiative 
Continuing to monitor state legislation 
that adversely impacts women’s health 
and economic wellbeing. We are also 
working to build a coalition of like-
minded organizations to engage women 

and promote a positive agenda.

Infrastructure 
Optimization 
In 2015, Innovation Ohio will also 
be focused on building strategic 
partnerships and optimizing the 

progressive infrastructure in Ohio. 

CLEANCOMMS 2015
Innovation Ohio is also rolling out a new communications 
strategy known as CleanComms. This new approach 
means putting complicated policy information in a clean, 
usable format for our partners and stakeholders. It also 
means that in 2015, Innovation will be giving a major 
upgrade to our online presence. 
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SEEN 
AND

HEARD

Medicaid helps, but  
tax policies hurt poor

Letter to the Editor

“...Medicaid expansion is encouraging. 
But until there are fundamental 

changes in Kasich’s broader policy 
agenda, his compassionate-

conservative words don’t match 
his actions.”

KEARY McCARTHY
President, Chief Executive Officer

Innovation Ohio, Columbus

Where the Tea Party Rules
Lima, Ohio, has been struggling for decades –  

and the GOP’s radical policies are making it even worse

“At the same time, the state invested nearly 
$1 billion in mostly underperforming charter 
schools, to the primary benefit of Republican 
donors. This August, the nonpartisan public-
policy group Innovation Ohio issued a report 

on Kasich’s education record, noting that two of 
Ohio’s largest charter-school operators, David 
Brennan and William Lager, also happened to 
be the state GOP’s largest individual donors, 

contributing more than $5 million to the 
Republican Party since the 1990s.”

Innovation Ohio has released 45 different 
reports and analyses, published 9 op-
eds, and had 57 different TV and radio 
appearances. Over the last four years, 
IO has had 725 local, state and national 
media mentions. 

Build Ohio’s future in the  
classroom, not with tax cuts 

New studies take a gloomy look at Ohio’s 
disinvestment in education 

“A study by the liberal think tank Innovation Ohio 
asserts that “school funding has been squeezed 

over the last two decades by a steady reduction in 
the state income tax and the rapid increase in state 

funding to charter schools.”

House Bill 5 a “Disaster for Ohio Communities”

“...a recent study issued by Innovation Ohio indicates 
that the bill passed in its current form would cost Ohio 
communities a minimum of $85M per year.”

“In 2012, the latest year available, Ohio cities collected about $4.2 billion in municipal income 
taxes, Ohio villages about $350 million. Meanwhile, though, over the last four years, the state 
budget – proposed by Kasich, passed by legislators – has cut revenue to local governments by an 
estimated $413 million annually, according to the Innovation Ohio think tank.”

Ohio lawmakers’ unjustified assault on home-rule 
rights continues with HB 5: editorial

7
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

With your continued support, Innovation Ohio can keep making positive 
impacts on the progressive and political landscape in Ohio and beyond.  

INNOVATIONOHIO.ORG

OHIO

35 E. Gay Street, Suite 260 Columbus, Ohio 43215 • 614-220-0150

/InnovationOhio @innovationohio

Contributions can be made online at 

innovationohio.org 
or by check addressed to the Innovation Ohio Education Fund, our 501(c)3 entity,  

or Innovation Ohio, our 501(c)(4) entity.  

Printed inhouse.

You can also mail your check to:

Innovation Ohio
35 E. Gay St., Suite 260
Columbus OH, 43215

OHIO


