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A think tank that frequently opposes Gov. John Kasich's policies said Friday that objective 
polling results show most average Ohioans also disagree with his recent tax and school funding 
proposals. 

The Innovation Ohio poll found 62% of respondents prioritized funding for schools and safety 
services, compared to 32% that support a reduction in the state income tax. 

In his recently released executive budget (HB 59 ), Gov. Kasich proposed a 20% income tax cut 
across all brackets to be phased-in over three years. The measure would be funded by expanding 
the sales tax base to services and partly by increasing the severance tax on oil and gas drilling. 

On that latter point, the Innovation Ohio poll found 62% of those surveyed favor raising the 
severance tax to the same level as Texas and using the increased revenue to restore state services 
that have been cut. By contrast, only 25% opposed that idea, according to the polling data. 

The survey also found that 60% believe schools need more money from the state, compared to 
32% believe schools receive enough, and 57% oppose the plan to borrow against future Ohio 
Turnpike tolls to fund infrastructure projects now, while 29% approve. 

The telephone survey of 800 Ohioans who voted in 2012 was conducted by the Feldman Group 
in mid-January, weeks before the governor unveiled his two-year budget. The poll has a 3.5% 
margin of error. 

Pollster Diane Feldman noted that other questions revealed that a majority of voters still think 
job creation should be policymakers' top priority. Seventy-four percent of respondents believe 
the economy has gotten worse or stayed the same, while only 23% feel it has improved, she said 
during a conference call. 

Innovation Ohio President Janetta King said policymakers should be aware that Gov. Kasich's 
budget proposals were unpopular with voters. 

"We believe it's important to know what regular Ohioans think. And, whether the issue is taxes, 
school funding, or fracking, or the Ohio Turnpike, it's clear that most Ohioans simply don't 
agree with Gov. Kasich. Innovation Ohio stands ready to assist our elected officeholders in 
crafting policies more in tune with what Ohioans want," she said. 

"What we're putting on the table is import information that Ohioans and elected officials should 
consider as they're moving forward with the budget," she said. 



Asked for comment, Kasich spokesman Rob Nichols said the administration doesn't discuss 
polls, "particularly ones commissioned by Ted Strickland's former staffers and funded by their 
secret donors." 

"What we do know is that Ohioans overwhelmingly disagreed with the policies that the great 
minds at Innovation Ohio inflicted on the state that resulted in 400,000 lost jobs, an $8 billion 
budget hole, a tax hike during a recession and an economy in free-fall," he added. 

Innovation Ohio spokesman Dale Butland dismissed the criticism. 

"Nobody is asking the Kasich administration or anybody else to believe us. What we're asking 
them to believe are the people of Ohio," he said. "The (poll) question wording is pretty 
straightforward and what we're reporting is what Ohioans think - not what we think at 
Innovation Ohio." 

Read More (subscription required): 

http://www.gongwer-oh.com/programming/news.cfm?article_id=820320207 

 


