
 

 
Think tank fellow blasts education funding 
Says in local town hall that Gov. John Kasich is putting districts in 
'dire straits' 

May 31, 2013 

CHILLICOTHE — Budget  cuts hitting school districts across Ohio under Gov. John Kasich’s 
administration have put schools into dire straits, a fellow from a liberal think tank said during a 
town hall meeting Wednesday in Chillicothe. 

Stephen Dyer, education policy fellow with Innovation Ohio, based in Columbus, addressed 
several education matters facing districts during the forum at the Steelworkers Union Hall and 
painted a grim picture of the situation, calling  the state’s school funding formula “inadequate.” 

“Even if it were adequate, the state wouldn’t fund it appropriately,” Dyer said. 

Dyer, a former journalist for the Akron Beacon Journal who shifted gears by serving in the Ohio 
House of Representatives as a Democrat, said the funding formula issue has been taken to court, 
where it was declared unconstitutional four times. The first time was in 1997, and the last was in 
2002, when the state Supreme Court said it wouldn’t review the issue any further, Dyer said. 

“It stops looking at what kids need to succeed,” he said of the school funding formula. 

Charter schools also have had a financial  effect on public education, Dyer said, who said they 
are costing school districts $824 million per year in lost revenue. For that, he feels charter 
schools “have not performed” and are “freed up of a lot of regulations.” 

Dyer also was critical of Kasich’s school budget cuts, saying the governor has provided $415 
million fewer dollars to public education than under former Gov. Ted Strickland. 

“It puts districts in desperate situations,” Dyer said. “It’s very difficult for school districts to 
handle this.” 

Dyer encouraged audience members to contact their elected officials to pursue change across the 
state, pointing to his own time as a legislator in understanding the influence that kind of public 
pressure can have. In one instance he recalled, a bill was changed based on 10 emails  that were 
received concerning the proposed legislation. 

“It will have an impact,” he said. 
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