
 

 
Athens City Schools continue losing funds to charter schools 
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The pushback against diverting local school district resources to private charter schools 

continues, with the group Know Your Charter sending a release saying that the Athens City 

School District lost half a million dollars last year. 

The data was compiled by the Ohio Charter School Accountability Project (OCSAP), and can be 

found at knowyourcharter.com. The OCSAP is a joint venture of the Ohio Education Association 

and Innovation Ohio. Its report shows that Athens City Schools lost $552,343 to charter schools 

last school year. 

"State law is supposed to prevent local tax dollars from going to charter schools, but a loophole 

is forcing school districts to subsidize charter schools often at a higher per-pupil rate," said 

Innovation Ohio Policy Fellow Stephen Dyer. "It's time to re-examine state law, particularly 

given the burden on local taxpayers and the poor performance of so many charter schools in 

Ohio." 

The role of charter schools has become a hot-button topic since they have grown in recent years 

from their traditional role of catching non-traditional students. Charter schools in the past have 

typically been used for students who are unable to thrive in a traditional classroom environment 

and require alternatives. 

However, in recent years, state money going to charter schools has ballooned, with critics 

arguing that they are undermining public education by diverting critical resources, and 

supporters saying that they provide vital freedom of choice for parents not happy with 

traditional public schools. 

With regard to the $552,343 figure transferred from Athens City School District, district 

Treasurer Matt Bunting confirmed in an email that the amount is correct. 

"The deduction for community schools is the full per-pupil amount ($5,745 last year up to 

$5,800 this year), but public schools only get their calculated state share," Bunting explained. 

"The amount deducted also tacks on special education funding for students on (Individualized 

Education Programs), which was about $132,800 of that total last year." 

The KnowYourCharter website gives figures for every district in Athens County. For Alexander 

Local School District, it lists $325,387 transferred to charter schools. Nelsonville-York saw 



$171,942 transferred, according to the site. Trimble Local had $130,696 in funding transferred 

to charter schools, while Federal-Hocking had $315,129 transferred. 

The OCSAP noted that Athens City students receive $133 less per pupil than those attending 

charter schools, which in Ohio are almost all online, virtual learning environments. 

"Because the state funding formula is insufficient to cover the full cost of sending students to 

charters, Athens City School District taxpayers have to subsidize charter schools by $313,000 to 

make up the difference," a news release from the group said. 

While the Ohio state budget has not yet been finalized, the most recent figures, the group said, 

show Athens students will lose an additional 3.6 percent more to charter schools. Additional 

findings show that all of that diverted money from Athens goes to charter schools that perform 

worse than local public schools. 

The website includes both the school district's state grade, and grades for each of the charters 

where money is transferred. The Athens City performance index score is a B. The six charters 

where the funding is transferred have three C's, two D's and an F. 

The site also lists state funding per student. Recent state budgets have slashed funding to local 

school districts in numerous ways, so that the Athens district is now down to $3,206 coming 

from the state of Ohio per student. The charter school state funding figures per student come in 

between $6,400 and $6,800. 

Last Monday, state Rep. Debbie Phillips, D-Albany, was quoted in a press release mentioning 

charters while talking about the state's two-year $71.5 billion budget. 

"We need a better bill," she said. "Attacks on working Ohioans, new barriers to health care and 

more money to unaccountable charter schools should have no place in our budget." 

Athens City School Board President Bruce Nottke responded to the information from the OCSAP 

in an email. 

"About the only thing I can say is that, as long as the state and federal legislators keep taking 

money away from local school districts, whether it's unfunded mandates or uncontrolled and 

ungoverned private charter schools, the districts are going to have to depend more and more on 

their taxpayers," Nottke said. 

He added that the Athens City School District has been "very fortunate to have such wonderful 

support" over the years from district taxpayers. 

"We are shedding light on part of the state mandate for funding charter schools that has 

received too little attention - namely, the unfair burden it places on local communities," Ohio 

Education Association President Becky Higgins said in the OCSAP release. 



The Ohio Education Association represents more than 121,000 teachers, faculty members and 

support professionals in Ohio's public schools, colleges and universities. Innovation Ohio is a 

progressive think tank headquartered in Columbus. 
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